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them to increase their level of independence in
their daily living and to exercise their rights.

1. States should ensure the provision of
assistive devices and equipment, personal
assistance and interpreter services, according to
the needs of persons with disabilities, as
important measures to achieve the Equalisation
of opportunities.

2. States should support the development,
production, distribution and servicing of
assistive devices and equipment and the
dissemination of knowledge about them.

3. To achieve this, generally available
technical know-how should be utilised. In States
where high-technology industry is available, it
should be fully utilised to improve the standard
and effectiveness of assistive devices and
equipment. It is important to stimulate the
development and production of simple and
inexpensive devices, using local material and
local production facilities when possible.
Persons with disabilities themselves could be
involved in the production of those devices.

4. States should recognise that all persons
with disabilities who need assistive devices
should have access to them as appropriate,
including financial accessibility. This may mean
that assistive devices and equipment should be
provided free of charge or at such a low price
that persons with disabilities or their families can
afford to buy them.

5. In rehabilitation programmes for the
provision of assistive devices and equipment,
States should consider the special requirements
of girls and boys with disabilities concerning the
design, durability and age-appropriateness of
assistive devices and equipment.

6. States should support the development
and provision of personal assistance
programmes and interpretation services,
especially for persons with severe and/or
multiple disabilities. Such programmes would
increase the level of participation of persons
with disabilities in everyday life at home, at
work, in school and during Ieisure-time
activities.

7 Personal assistance programmes
should be designed in such a way that the
persons with disabilities using the programmes
have a decisive influence on the way in which
the programmes are delivered.

- Il. TARGET AREAS FOR
EQUAL PARTICIPATION

Rule 5. Accessibility

States should recognise the overall importance
of accessibility in the process of the
Equalisation of opportunities in all spheres of
society. For persons with disabilities of any kind,
States should (a) introduce programmes of
action to make the physical environment
accessible; and (b) undertake measures to
provide access to information and
communication. -

(a) Access to the physical
environment

1. States should initiate measures to
remove the obstacles to participation in the
physical environment. Such measures should
be to develop standards and guidelines and to
consider enacting legislation to ensure
accessibility to various areas in society, such as
housing, buildings, public transport services and
other means of transportation, streets and other
outdoor environments.

2. States should ensure that architects,
construction engineers and others who are
professionally involved in the design and
construction of the physical environment have
access to adequate information on disability
policy and measures to achieve accessibility.

3. Accessibility requirements should be
included in the design and construction of the
physical environment from the beginning of the
designing process.

4. Organisations of persons  with
disabilities should be consulted when standards
and norms for accessibility are being developed.
They should also be involved locally from the
initial planning stage when public construction
projects are being designed, thus ensuring

maximum accessibility. x

(b) Access to information and
communication

5. Persons with disabilities and, where
appropriate, their families and advocates should
have access to full information on diagnosis,
rights and available services and programmes,
at all stages. Such information should be



