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with disabilities. They should bear in mind the
need to protect individual privacy and personal
integrity.

3. States should initiate and support
programmes of research on social, economic
" and participation issues that affect the lives of
persons with disabilities and their families. Such
research should include studies on the causes,
types and frequencies of disabilities, the
availability and efficacy of existing programmes
and the need for development and evaluation of
services and support measures.

4. States should develop and adopt
terminology and criteria for the conduct of
national surveys, in cooperation with
Organisations of persons with disabilities.

5. States should facilitate the participation
of persons with disabilities in data collection and
research. To undertake such research States
should particularly encourage the recruitment of
qualified persons with disabilities.

6. States should support the exchange of
research findings and experiences.

7. States should take measures to disseminate
information and knowledge on disability to all
political and administration levels within
national, regional and local spheres.

Rule 14. Policy-making and
planning

States will ensure that disability aspects are
included in all relevant policy-making and
national planning.

1. States should initiate and plan adequate
policies for persons with disabilities at the
national level, and stimulate and support action
at regional and local levels.

2. States should involve Organisations of
persons with disabilities in all decision-making
relating to plans and programmes concerning
persons with disabilities or affecting their
economic and social status.

3. The needs and concerns of persons with
disabilities should be incorporated into general
development plans and not be treated
separately.

4. The ultimate responsibility of States for
the situation of persons with disabilities does not
relieve others of their responsibility. Anyone in

charge of services, activities or the provision of
information in society should be encouraged to
accept responsibility for making such
programmes available to persons with
disabilities.

5. States should facilitate the development
by local communities of programmes and
measures for persons with disabilities. One way
of doing this could be to develop manuals or
check-lists and provide training programmes for
local staff .

| Rule 15. Legislation

States have a responsibility to create the legal
bases for measures to achieve the objectives of
full participation and equality for persons with
disabilities.

1. National legislation, embodying the
rights and obligations of citizens, should include
the rights and obligations of persons with
disabilities. States are under an obligation to
enable persons with disabilities to exercise their
rights, including their human, civil and political
rights, on an equal basis with other citizens.
States must ensure that Organisations of
persons with disabilities are involved in the
development of national legislation concerning
the rights of persons with disabilities, as well as
in the ongoing evaluation of that legislation.

< Legislative action may be needed to
remove conditions that may adversely affect the
lives of persons with disabilities, including
harassment and victimisation. Any
discriminatory provisions against persons with
disabilities must be eliminated. National
legislation should provide for appropriate
sanctions in case of violations of the principles
of non-discrimination.

3. National legislation concerning persons
with disabilities may appear in two different
forms. The rights and obligations may be
incorporated in general legislation or contained
in special legislation. Special legislation for
persons with disabilities may be established in
several ways:

a) By enacting separate legislation, dealing
exclusively with disability matters;

b) By including disability matters within
legislation on particular topics;

c) By mentioning persons with disabilities
specifically in the texts that serve to interpret
existing legislation.



