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success for the child and celebration of its
achievements.

Such approaches will ensure that no family
member is marginalised (i.e. Fathers) and that
they have a right to direct involvement in the
parent-professional  dialogue  (Carpenter,
1995). This will challenge some professionals
and demand a radical reappraisal of the
structure of their role and their style of delivery,
but, if we want quality Early Intervention, such
a review is fundamental to re-establishing the
place of Early Intervention as a valid and
valuable resource to families.

Early Intervention is not an optional activity; it
is a crucial contribution. The facilitating
foundations of Early Intervention can ensure
quality of life for the child with a disability and
its family. Do you wonder as | do what
opportunities have already been missed for
Clare? What irrevocable damage has been
wreaked on her family? For the sake of
present and future generations, we must
ensure that families are in focus.
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