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placed on traditional and contemporary art
forms, such as puppetry, recutatlon and story-
telling.

2. States should promote the accessibility
to and availability of places for cultural
performances and services, such as theatres,
museums, cinemas and libraries, to persons
with disabilities.

3. States should initiate the development
and use of special technical arrangements to
make literature, films and theatre accessible to
persons with disabilities.

Rule 11. Recreation and sports

States will take measures to ensure that persons
with disabilities have equal opportunities for
recreation and sports.

1 . States should initiate measures to make
places for recreation and sports, hotels,
beaches, sports arenas, gym halls, etc,
accessible to persons with disabilities. Such
measures should encompass support for staff in
recreation and sports programmes, including
projects to develop methods of accessibility,
and participation, information and training
programmes.

2. Tourist authorities, travel agencies,
hotels, voluntary Organisations and others
involved in organising recreational activities or
travel opportunities should offer their services to
all, taking into account the special needs of
persons with disabilities. Suitable training should
be provided to assist that process.

3. Sports  Organisations should be
encouraged to develop opportunities for
participation by persons with disabilities in
sports activities. In some cases, accessibility
measures could be enough to open up
opportunities for participation. In other cases,
special arrangements or special games would
be needed. States should support the
participation of persons with disabilities in
national and international events.

4. Persons with disabilities participating in sports -

activities should have access to instruction and
training of the same quality as other
participants.

9. Organisers of sports and recreation
should consult with Organisations of persons
with disabilities when developing their services
for persons with disabilities.

Rule 12. Religion

States will encourage measures for equal
participation by persons with disabilities in the
religious life of their communities.

1. States should encourage, in
consultation with religious authorities, measures
to eliminate discrimination and make religious
activities accessible to persons with disabilities.

2 States should encourage the distribution
of information on disability matters to religious
institutions and Organisations. States should
also, encourage religious authorities to include
information on disability policies in the training
for religious professions, as well as in religious
education programmes.

3. They should also encourage the accessibility
of religious literature to persons with sensory
impairments.

4. States and/or religious Organisations
should consult with Organisations of persons
with disabilities when developing measures for
equal participation in religious activities.

lll. IMPLEMENTATION
MEASURES

Rule 13. Information and
research

States assume the ultimate responsibility for the
collection and dissemination of information on
the living conditions of persons with disabilities
and promote comprehensive research on all
aspects, including obstacles that affect the lives
of persons with disabilities.

1. States should, at regular intervals,
collect gender-specific statistics and other
information concerning the living conditions of
persons with disabilities. Such data collection
could be conducted in conjunction with national
censuses and household surveys and could be
undertaken in close collaboration, inter alia, with
universities, research institutes and
Organisations of persons with disabilities. The
data collection should include questions on
programmes and services and their use.

2. States should consider establishing a
data bank on disability, which would include
statistics on available services and programmes
as well as on the different groups of persons



