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A combination of those different approaches
might be desirable. Affirmative action provisions
may also be considered. '

4. States may consider establishing formal
statutory complaints mechanisms in order to
protect the interests of persons with disabilities.

'Rule 16. Economic policies

States have the financial responsibility for
national programmes and measures to create
equal opportunities for persons with disabilities.

States should include disability matters
in the regular budgets of all national, regional
and local government bodies.

2. States, non-governmental Organisations
and other interested bodies should interact to
determine the most effective ways of supporting
projects and measures relevant to persons with
disabilities.

3. States should consider the use of
economic measures (loans, tax exemptions,
earmarked grants, special funds, and so on) to
stimulate and support equal participation by
persons with disabilities in society.

4. In many States it may be advisable to
establish a disability development fund, which
could support various pilot projects and self-help
programmes at the grass-roots level.

Rulé 17. Coordination of work

States are responsible for the establishment and
strengthening of national coordinating
committees, or similar bodies, to serve as a
national focal point on disability matters.

1. The national coordinating committee or
similar bodies should be

permanent and based on legal as well as
appropriate administrative regulation.

2. A combination of representatives of
private and public Organisations is most likely to
achieve an intersectoral and multidisciplinary
composition. Representatives could be drawn
from concerned government  ministries,
Organisations of persons with disabilities and
non-governmental Organisations.

3 Organisations of persons  with
disabilities should have considerable influence
in the national coordinating committee in order
to ensure proper feedback of their concerns.

4. The national coordinating committee
should be provided with sufficient autonomy and
resources to fulfil its responsibilities in relation
to its decision-making capacities. It should
report to the highest governmental level.

Rule 18. Organisations of
persons with disabilities

States should recognise the right of the
Organisations of persons with disabilities to
represent persons with disabilities at national,
regional and local levels.

States should also recognise the advisory role
of Organisations of persons with disabilities in
decision-making on disability matters.

1. States should encourage and support
economically and in other ways the formation
and strengthening of Organisations of persons
with disabilities, family members and/or
advocates. States should recognise that those
Organisations have a role to play in the
development of disability policy.

2. States should establish ongoing
communication with Organisations of persons
with disabilities and ensure their participation in
the development of government policies.

3. The role of Organisations of persons
with disabilities could be to identify needs-and
priorities, to participate in the planning,
implementation and evaluation of services and
measures concerning the lives of persons with
disabilities, and to contribute to public
awareness and to advocate change.

4. As instruments of self-help,
Organisations of persons with disabilities
provide and promote opportunities for the
development of skills in various fields, mutual
support among members and information
sharing.

5. Organisations of persons  with
disabilities could perform their advisory role in
many different ways such as having permanent
representation on boards of government-funded
agencies, serving on public commissions and
providing expert knowledge on different
projects.

6. The advisory role of Organisations of
persons with disabilities should be ongoing in
order to develop and deepen the exchange of
views and information between the State and
the Organisations.



