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6. MutualRespect

The inner life of the school must reflect its
educational message, including the values
of human rights, such as the importance of
tolérance and respect for those who are
différent Démocratie leaming requires
respectful relations in the school. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child
states that the human dignity of the child'should be respected: "States Parties shall
take ail appropriate measures to ensure
that school discipline is administered in a
manner consistent with the child's human
dignity and in conformity with the présent
Convention" (Article 28,2).

One important task is to give children the
tools forpeaceful confiiet resolution. It is

thus most important that teachers
themselves do not use violence against
pupils. However, violent abuse is a major
problem in school life worid-wide. Very few
Govemments hâve taken effective
measures against this. Teachers in a
number of countries continue to use
violence as a means of trying to establish
discipline. One contributing factor is their
often impossible work load, with large
classes, insufficient assistance and little
support fromoutside.

Corporal punishment in schools is explicitly
permitted in a number of countries and,
sadly, is seen as routine. This is in violation
of the Convention. The Government in
postapartheid Namibia, however, tackled
this problem and recommended a non-
violentapproach;
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